
 

Rules of the Court 

• Cell phones are to remain off. If you 

need to use your phone for any reason, 

please step outside of the court room and 

notify security of your name so that the 

judge knows you are present. 

• Hats or headscarves that are not for 

religious purposes are not allowed in the 

court room. Please also remove your 

sunglasses upon entering into the court 

room.  

• You must be wearing shirts, shoes, and 

other clothing that are appropriate for 

court. 

• When addressing the court, please leave 

your hands to the side or in front of you. 

At no time are you to have your hands in 

your pockets or behind you. 

• Make sure to speak clearly when 

addressing the court. The court reporter 

must be able to understand what you are 

saying in order to make sure it carries 

onto the record. The court reporter 

cannot transcribe body language, so head 

nods or head shakes are not appropriate 

responses. 

• Please remain quiet during court. During 

the pretrial conference, it becomes 

difficult for the officers of the court to 

adequately hear and convey information 

when there is a lot of noise. 

• Please whisper during pretrial 

conferences. 

• You must stand when addressing the 

judge. 

• Remain respectful at all times to all 

persons in the court room. The judge is to 

be addressed as “Your Honor.” 

 

 

 CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Court House  

5060 Union Street Union City, GA 30291 

(770) 306 – 6847 

 

Clerk’s Office 

5440 Fulton Industrial Blvd 

Atlanta, GA 30336 

(470) 809-7700 

http://cityofsouthfultonga.gov 

 

Public Defender 

Viveca Powell 

Viveca.Powell@CityofSouthFultonga.gov  

 

Solicitor Information 

LaDawn B. Jones 

(470) 717-4829 

Ladawn.Jones@CityofSouthFultonga.gov 

 

Programs and Probation Manager  

Epiffany Henry 

(470) 809-7406 

Epiffany.Henry@CityofSouthFultonga.gov 

 

Professional Probation Services  

5039 Union St, Union City, GA 30291 

(770) 969-5400 

 
Police Department 

Police Keith Meadows 

Keith.Meadows@CityofSouthFultonga.gov 

 

Fulton County Community Court  

5500 Fulton Industrial Blvd SW Ste B 

Atlanta, GA 30336 

 

 

 City of South Fulton 

 Municipal Court 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

City of South Fulton City Hall 
       5440 Fulton Industrial Blvd 

              Atlanta, GA 30336 

                (470) 809-7700 

      http://cityofsouthfultonga.gov 

 

 

 

 



 

Plea & Arraignment Calendar Announcement 

Options 

Enter your plea (guilty, not guilty, nolo) 

When you enter a plea other than “not guilty,” the judge will 

give you the penalty the same day and your case will be 

closed. If your sentence is a fine, you may pay the full cost 

and any applicable court fees before you leave. If you are 

unable to pay up front, you will be placed on probation until 

your fine is paid in full. In most cases, the first 30 days of 

probation are free, and any subsequent month will incur a $50 

monitoring fee by the probation company. Please note that you 

will not be allowed to enter a plea if you are under the 

influence of drugs or alcohol, or if you are suffering from a 

mental disability. To enter a plea, state “Guilty,” “Not guilty,” 

or “Nolo” when the judge calls your name. 

Speak with the Public Defender 

Every person accused of a crime has a right to counsel. If the 

accused cannot afford an attorney, he or she may apply for one 

to be appointed. The public defender acts on your behalf and 

will provide competent legal counsel to you as you decide 

how you want your case to be handled. The public defender 

will have a pretrial hearing with the solicitor on your behalf. 

To request the services for the public defender, state “Public 

defender” when the judge calls your name. 

Speak with the Solicitor 

The solicitor represents the City of South Fulton and the 

victims of traffic violations and misdemeanors. The solicitor 

has the power to dismiss or reduce a charge, or to reduce the 

fine should the facts of your case support such a decision. You 

may ask for a pretrial with the solicitor if you have evidence 

you believe the solicitor should consider for your case. 

However, anything you say can and will be used against you 

should the case proceed to go to trial. You may also ask that 

the public defender speak on your behalf during a pretrial with 

the Solicitor. If you have retained an attorney, you should 

notify the judge and the solicitor. To request a pretrial with the 

solicitor, state “Pretrial” or “Speak with Solicitor” when the 

judge calls your name. 

 

Pleas: What are the different types? 

“Nolo” 

May be used once every five years for moving violations. This 

means you are not contesting the charges against you, but you 

want to pay the fine. 

Not Guilty 

The accused denies allegations against him or her. If the State 

wishes to prosecute, then this would require a future court date 

for a trial (bench or jury), which may result in a harsher 

consequence if you are found guilty. 

Guilty 

The accused admits to the allegations against him or her. 

Negotiated Plea 

The Solicitor recommends a resolution to the accused other 

than the standard fine (such as negotiated probation, less jail 

time, reduced fine, etc.) in exchange for pleading guilty or 

“nolo” to the allegations against him or her. 

Trial: What does a trial mean? 

Generally, a trial is an opportunity for the accused to prove or 

present their side of the story. In a criminal case, this may 

determine whether the accused is guilty or not guilty of the 

allegations, or if the charges against him or her should be 

mitigated (lessened) depending on these facts. 

Bench Trial 

Heard in the City of South Fulton that will take place between 

30 and 60 days from plea hearing. The judge will determine the 

facts and make a decision on the outcome of the case (such as 

guilty or not guilty).  

Jury Trial 

Every accused has a right to a jury trial. The jury acts as the 

finder of facts and will determine the credibility of the 

evidence. These cases are transferred to state court. 

 

2nd Chance South Fulton 

Pre-Trial Diversion Program 

The 2nd Chance South Fulton program is a Pre-

Trial Diversion Program that allows the imposition 

of certain conditions of behavior and conduct in 

exchange for a dismissal of charges or penalties in 

a traffic or criminal case.  
 

 

What Victims Should Expect 

Plea & Arraignment 

This is a first court appearance for the accused in 

your case. The judge will do a calendar call to 

make sure that the accused is present to have the 

opportunity to hear the charges against him/her and 

to enter a plea. As the victim, you do not need to be 

present during this time, but you should speak with 

the Solicitor should you have evidence, witnesses, 

or information about you case. 

The accused may enter a plea of “not guilty,” 

“guilty,” or “nolo.” Please see the reverse side of 

this form for detailed information about these pleas. 

If the accused enters a “not guilty” plea, the case 

will be moved to a future court date for either a 

jury trial or a bench trial. In these cases, you may 

receive a subpoena to appear in court.  

 

 
 


